
The Catholic Church faces a major crisis and the turmoil in priestly ministry is at the 
heart of it. “The priesthood is going through a dark time,” write Pope Emeritus 
Benedict and Cardinal Robert Sarah. “Wounded by the revelation of so many 
scandals, disconcerted by the constant questioning of their consecrated celibacy, 
many priests are tempted by the thought of giving up and abandoning everything.” 

In this book, Pope Emeritus Benedict and Cardinal Robert Sarah give their brother 
priests and the whole Church a message of hope. They honestly address the 
spiritual challenges faced by priests today, including struggles of celibacy. They point 
to deeper conversion to Jesus Christ as the key to faithful and fruitful priestly ministry 
and church reform.  

From the Depths of Our Hearts is an unprecedented work by the Pope Emeritus and 
a Cardinal serving in the Vatican. As bishops, they write “in a spirit of filial obedience” 
to Pope Francis, who has said, “I think that celibacy is a gift for the Church … I don’t 
agree with allowing optional celibacy, no.”  

Responding to calls for refashioning the priesthood, including proposals from the 
Amazonian Synod, two wise, spiritually astute pastors explain the biblical and 
spiritual role of the priesthood, celibacy, and genuine priestly ministry. Drawing on 
Vatican II, they present priestly celibacy as more than “a mere precept of 
ecclesiastical law”. They insist that renewal of the Church is bound to a renewed 
understanding of priestly vocation as sharing in Jesus’ priestly identity as Bridegroom 
of the Church.  

This is a book whose crucial message is for clergy and laity alike. 

A chance encounter with a reproduction of Rembrandt's The Return of 
the Prodigal Son catapulted Henri Nouwen on a long spiritual adventure. Here 
he shares the deeply personal and resonant meditation that led him to discover 
the place within where God has chosen to dwell. 

In seizing the inspiration that came to him through Rembrandt's 
depiction of the powerful Gospel story, Henri Nouwen probes the several 
movements of the parable: the younger son's return, the father's restoration of 
sonship, the elder son's vengefulness, and the father's compassion. In his 
reflection on Rembrandt in light of his own life journey, the author evokes a 
powerful drama of the parable in a rich, captivating way that is sure to 
reverberate in the hearts of readers. The themes of homecoming, affirmation, 
and reconciliation will be newly discovered by all who have known loneliness, 
dejection, jealousy, or anger. The challenge to love as the father and be loved 
as the son will be seen as the ultimate revelation of the parable known to 
Christians throughout time, and here represented with a vigor and power fresh 
for our times. 

For all who ask, "Where has my struggle led me?" or for those "on the 
road" who have had the courage to embark on the journey but seek the 
illumination of a known way and safe passage, this work will inspire and guide 
each time it is read. 

"The Return of the Prodigal Son is a beautiful book, as beautiful in the 
simple clarity of its wisdom as in the terrible beauty of the transformation to 
which it calls us." --New Oxford Review
	  

COMING	  SOON…	  


