
Diocese of Thunder Bay 
Holy Week and the Celebration of the 

Paschal Triduum - 2020

 Having discussed these issues with our Diocesan 
Worship Commission, and in conjunction with the mandate from 

Pope Francis dated March 19, 2020,  and in accordance with the norms given by 
the Province of Ontario, Bishop Colli has set the following instructions for our 
parishes for this year.

1. Chrism Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Colli at the Cathedral with two 
priests present and we will bless the oils at that time.  We will then notify the 
parishes of their availability.

2. The public celebration of Palm Sunday is not permitted due to the 
restrictions.   During the private celebration of Mass, Parish Priests may bless the 
palms and make them available at a later date for the people, when authorities 
permit public gatherings.

3. The celebration of the Sacred Triduum is not to be celebrated in Parish 
Churches.  It is not possible to celebrate the various rites, which require a 
suitable number of ministers, given the limitation currently in force in the province 
of Ontario.  We do not want to place anyone at risk.

4. Priests are permitted to celebrate privately the Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday.  The faculty to celebrate this Mass without the 
people is granted in an exceptional manner by the Holy See to all priests. The 
washing of the feet, which is optional, is omitted.  The procession with the 
Blessed Sacrament to a place of repose is omitted.  The Blessed Sacrament is to 
be kept in the tabernacle.

5. The Celebration of the Passion on Good Friday is not to be celebrated, 
again due to restrictions.  Instead priests are encouraged to read the Passion of 
the Lord privately and to pray the Universal Prayer from the liturgy, including 
prayers for those whose lives are being affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.

6. The public celebration of the Stations of the Cross - normally celebrated 
on Good Friday evening are also to be omitted.
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7. The communal celebrations of the Sacrament of Penance or 
Reconciliation are to be postponed at this time.

8. The Easter Vigil is not to be celebrated in any Parish Church in the 
diocese.  This requires many ministers.  Priests are to pray the Office of 
Readings for Easter Sunday.  The Sacraments of Christian Initiation and the 
reception of candidates for Full Communion are to be postponed until a later 
date.

9. On Easter Sunday, Priests are to celebrate Mass privately, without the 
presence of the faithful.  During the Mass, they are to light the Easter Candle and 
bless water using the usual formulas given in the Roman Missal.

10. Since all public celebrations of Mass are stopped at this time, we do not 
recommend any live-steaming of these ceremonies from any parish Church.  We 
recommend that pastors be in touch with their parishioners by telephone, e-mail, 
or websites.  We ask that you encourage your people to pray at home at this time 
(vg. the rosary, the Stations of the Cross, the readings of the day, especially for 
Easter, reading the scriptures), and that they make a Spiritual Communion at this 
time of personal prayer.
 There are many prayers and private Masses on TV or on the internet in 
which our people can join in some form of prayer - we ask them to use these 
means if possible, at this time of the pandemic and closure of our Churches.
 This is a difficult time for all, our parishioners will be grateful to know that 
their Parish Priests are including them in their prayers and will be anxious to 
welcome them back to church and the sacraments when this pandemic is over.  
In the meantime, we are together in prayer ‘in spirit’ as a diocesan family.  May 
the Lord guide us through this uncertain period, to a time of healing and grace.

 The practice of Spiritual Communion goes back many centuries and has a rich 
tradition in the Church. It is a way to be spiritually united with Christ when we are unable 
to physically receive the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist, such as at this 
current time with COVID-19. There are many ways to practice Spiritual Communion, yet 
the most common prayer was written by Saint Alphonsus Liguori:

 “My, Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you 
above all things, and I long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have 
already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit 
me to be separated from you. Amen.”
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